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There is a new “Hospital Grouping” feature within the AIM Data Center. State- or 
jurisdiction-level users can now generate their own hospital groupings and the 
options available within each grouping; they can then assign these options to their 
facilities. These additional categorizations give states and jurisdictions more 
analytical tools tailored to their own data. 

Background 

The AIM Data Center collects information about birthing facilities when they are 
added into the system; for example, the facility’s “Maternal Level of Care,” “AAP 
NICU Level,” and “Urbanization Level.” Attaching this information to the facilities 
enables users to group or re-color data plotted in the AIM Data Center’s data 
visualizations. This ability helps to make trends more obvious and may highlight the 
need for additional quality improvement steps. 

These groupings are automatically included in the “Hospital File” and “New Hospital” 
forms for all states or jurisdictions participating in the AIM Program, and they 
cannot be customized. Although they include the most common groupings for 
birthing facilities and have been broadly helpful, users of the AIM Data Center 
requested the ability to create additional groupings, such as by “Hospital System,” 
“Cohort,” or “Program.” 

See the instructions on the following pages for how to create and use hospital 
groupings. 



How to Create Hospital Groupings
1. After logging in, expand the “Admin” menu and select “Hospital Groupings.” 
2. Click the “Add Hospital Grouping” button at the top right section of the page 

(see Figure 1 below). 
3. Fill out the form and click “Add Hospital Grouping” at the bottom of the page. 

You will be directed to a page for the Hospital Grouping, where you can find 
buttons to add options to the grouping or to edit details of the grouping. 

4. To add an option, click the “Add Option” button; it will take you to a form with 
“Name” and “Identifier” fields. The “Name” field will be what you see in the data 
visualizations. The “Identifier” field is for the value that you would add into the 
“Hospital File” that you import. For a Hospital Grouping called “Cohorts,” the 
first option you create might be “Cohort 1.” 

5. You can add as many options as you would like, but we recommend adding no 
more than seven, as after that point, it will be more difficult to interpret the 
results in the data visualizations. 

Figure 1: The “Add Hospital Grouping” form 
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How to Assign Hospital Groupings to Facilities
Using the Hospital Management Page 
1. Expand the “Admin” menu and select “Hospital Management;” you will be taken 

to a listing of the hospitals in your state or jurisdiction. 
2. Find the facility of interest and click the “Edit” link in the last column of the table. 
3. Scroll to the bottom of the form, where you will find a new field with the label of 

your Hospital Grouping (see Figure 2 below). Select the appropriate option and 
click the “Update Hospital” button. 

Using the Hospital File 
1. Expand the “Admin” menu and select “Hospital Management;” you will be taken 

to a listing of the hospitals in your state or jurisdiction. 
2. Click the “Download CSV” button and open the resulting file in Excel or another 

application that supports CSV files.  
3. Add a new column with the “Identifier” of your hospital grouping as the column 

name. 
4. Populate the cells in that column using the “Identifier” of the “Option” 

appropriate to the facility for that row. When you have populated as many cells 
as you want, save the file (it should remain a CSV file). 

5. Back in the AIM Data Center, click the “Dashboard” menu link and then click the 
“Upload Hospital File” link in the “Onboarding Status” section. 

6. One on the “Import Hospital File” page, click “Choose File” and select your 
updated file. Check to make sure the “Import Type” field says “Hospitals,” then 
click “Upload.” 

Figure 2: The Hospital Grouping page after options have been created and assigned 
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How to Visualize Data Using Hospital Groupings 

1. Navigate to your Dashboard, then select the Outcome Measures, Process 
Measures, or Structure Measures tab. 

2. Click the name of your indicator of interest. 
3. Within a “Trendline” tab (see Figure 3), Hospital Groupings are available in the 

drop-down showing “Basic Compare.” Within the “Comparison” tab (see Figure 4), 
the first drop-down provides the ability to either “Group by” or “Color by” the 
Hospital Grouping.  

Figure 3: Trendline tab 

Figure 4: Comparison tab 
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